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TO THE 


RIGHT REVEREND FATHER IN GOD, 
GEORGE, LORD BISHOP OF LINCOLN, 
THIS DISCOURSE 
On the Neceſſity and Advantages of 
Religions Inftitutions, 

IS MOST HUMBLY DEDICATED, 


BY HIS LORDSHIP'S DUTIFUL 


XN OBEDIENT SERVANT, 


WILLIAM PIERCE NETHERSOLE. 
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O PSALM LXXXIV. VER. I and 2. 


z How AMIABLE ARE THY PABERNAGLES, 
o LORD OF HosTs! | 


MY SOUL LONGETH, YEA, EVEN FAINT= 


ETH FOR THE COURTS OF THE LORD: 
MY HEART AND MY FLESH CRIETH 
OUT wb THE LIVING . , 


BLI Worſhip is a Pratce the 
Hiſtory of which is coeval with 


that of Human Society. And notwith- 
ſtanding that the propet Objects of it 
have very frequently been miſtaken and 
that it hath ſubſiſted under almoſt as 


many different Forms as there have 


„ been 
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ww. diſting Nations 6 on the Face of 
the Earth, till. the Obligations to ſuch 
a, Practice | have had univerſal” Force. 
They, were imprinted 1 fo ſtrongly o on the 


14. 


the Character 3 never be effaced. 
The Rude and Uninfe ormed, as well as 
the Poliſhed and the Learned, have alike 


been irreſiſtibly impelled to Acts of 


Peyotion. How painful is the Conſi- 
deration, that the Diſuſe of it is ſo 


general! in theſe Days of boaſted Refine- 
ment a and extenſive Knowledge! In theſe 


22 = 
If N 19 


Hays, when the Encomiaſts of the Age 
aflert that Learning, T aſte, and Wit 
N have, gone fur beyond the Attainments 


| 1 | former Periods, how painful is the 


Regection, that they are not more gene- 
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0 rally connected with e an Attention to 
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thoſe Duties, in che Recommendation : 


of hich they would be fo fileceſsful, 
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and from che Practice of Wich they 


would 
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would derive ſuch additional Splendor 
and Beauty! It is melancholy to ob- 
ſerye, how often thoſe Talents are pro- 
ſtituted by their Poſſeſſor s, and unnatu- 
rally forced into the Service of Sophiſtry 
and Immorality. And what are tlie 
Pleas to which they have recourſe, in 
Juſtification / of their Conduct? Will 
they vindicate it on the Ground of ſe- 
rious, calm, and ſober Reaſoning? Or, 
will they not rather found it on an 
affected Contempt of yulgar Prejudices? 
Will they abide by the Determination 
of the ſtrongeſt and beſt DiRates of tlie 
human Heart ? Or, will they not rather 
deride theſe Dictates, as the Ofspring 
of Weakneſs and Enthuſiaſin, and per- 
haps glory 1 in having diveſted them- 
| ſelves of Feelings, which it is our pe- 
1 culiar and ſupreme | Happineſs to obey? 
| We have it however to to lament, that, in- 


defenſible as their Conduct may be, hat- 
— 44 MiF to Ever 
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ever weak or abſurd Ap ologies they may 
_ advatice for it, their Number ſeems con- 
fdetably inctealing in the World: and 
Whew we reflect on the Principles which 
the Licenitious are daily propagating 
throügli all Ranks, of being above all 
Reſträint, and of equally deſpiſing the 
Admonitions of human Wiſdom, and 
of divine Inſpiration, there is too much 
' Reaſon to dread that the Evil may ſtill 
ind! und. How different from theirs | 
wis the Light in which cheſe Duties 
ele conſidered by the Plalmiſt ? Poſ- | 
ſe6dÞ'45 he Was, of a a deep Reverence 
of ithe divine Perfections, the Service of 
Soc in his Houſe, by which he did 
public Homage to thoſe Perfections, he 
regatded not only as a Duty, but as a 
high and Uſtiiguiſhed Privilege; a Pri- 
vilege Which fflled him with a Pleaſure 
nttle, A at all, tort of Tranſport and 
Rapture! Tie Plbafure be has deſcribed 
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in many of his Grine Compoſitions; par- 
ticularly in the Pfalm of Which our 
Text is a Part. This beautiful Effuſion 
of the fweet Singer of Iſrael, is admi- 
rably adapted to raiſe the Fervor of De- 
votion in every well- diſpoſed Breaſt. 
High and exalted as he ſat on the 
Throne of Honour, poſſeſſing whatever 
could gratify Ambition , or ſatiate- a 


Thirſt for Pleaſure, above all earthly | 
Fear, and all earthly Controul, in the 


Service of the Sanctuary he was regular 
and conſtant. One Thing.“ ſaid he, 


0 have 1 defired of the Lord, that will 
I ſeek after, that I may dwell in the 
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Houſe of the Lord all the Days of 
„ my Life. How amiable are a 
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Soul 2 yea, even, fainteth for 
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« and my lem exieth. out "I the: 
„ living God.” As then David did 
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not auger himſelf ts bel diverted by tlie 
Giindeurs- of Royalty, nor the Toils 
of Government, nor the Magnitude of 
his Poſfefſions, nor the Variety of Plea- 
ſures which were within his Reach; 
from the ſuperior Duties which his 
devotional Feelings impoſed upon him; 
ſach Conduct muſt have ariſen from a 
Conviction of the Reaſonableneſs of ſuch 
Duties, their Advantages, and their 
Neceſfity to preſerve! in the Minds of 
Men a Senſe of Religion, and in di- 
tecting them to that virtuous moral 
Conduct, without Which they muſt be 
miſctable in themſelves; and not only 
Uſlleſs; but nin _ hurtful - to 
Society. 7.99% eh a9, 
11. TG IA WG ee eATBL/ 
ee Wicks: an ardent Zeal for 
hs Houſe of our God, and a De- 
fire v8 Combating, however feebly, the 
Irreligionm and Immeraälity of the Times, 
EE : Tet 
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let us, conſider the Influence of Religion 
and its Inſtitutions to promote the Hap- 
pineſs of the Human Race, in each of 

thoſe Views, hie th hay WH wen. 
: That ſome Method ſhould be adopted 
of expreſſing our Reverence for Al- 
mighty God, that ſome kind of Wor- 


ſhip ſhould be paid him, we may infer 


from every View of his Nature and Per- 


fections, and the Characters which he 


ſuſtains, as Creator and moral Governor 


whatever is excellent in one another; 


andi thoſe who are eminent for their 
Virtues or Talents, we treat with pecu- 
har Marks of Reſpet. Surely then in- 


finite and perfect Excellence ought to 
have a proportionate Regard paid to it. 
The Perfections of God, the Proofs of 
2 Of Which are impreſſed on 
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every Object around us, are ſurely de- 
ſerving of our veneration. Our Minds 


„Cann Be engaged in recollecting their 


Exiſtence and Beauty, without loving 
them; and the Love of perfect Good- 
nels} unerring Wiſdom, almighty Power, 


and invariable Equity, mult be attended 


with that awful Veneration, which is 


the Foundation of Devotion or Wor- 


ſhip.—Theſe general Arguments for 
Devotion might be enlarged upon, and 
applied in illuſtrating the Reaſonable- 


neſs. Advantages, and Neceflity of re- 


ligious Inſtitutions to form and com- 
plete the moral Character of Man, as 
they are ſtrengthened by the concur- f 
rent Opinion of the wiſeſt and greateſt | 


Men, whoſe Names adorn the Tage of 


Hiſtory... It would be ſuperfluous to 


recur to the Teſtimonies Which their 


0 cially. thoſe: which : 


Writings ſupply, e 


| proceeded. from. m tho, Schools Of Athens 


and 
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and. Rome. 1 he Obſervations: and 
Reaſonings of the two. brighteſt Orna- 
ments of thoſe different Countries, 
Plato and Cicero *, are fufficiently 
known to this 1 In this Opi- 
nion they have been followed: by: the 
ableſt and moſt valuable Chriſtian 


Writers, who have inveſtigated- the 


Foundation of Morals. I need not ſay, 
that ſome of the firſt Luminaries of 
this Claſs have adorned our 'OWN(1' 
Country and our own. Church. To the 
Arguments of the former they have 
given additional Force, by the ane 
Advances they have been able to make 
in Science, and from the vaſt Acceſſions 


of Light they have received from divine 


Revelation. : E. his concurrent n 3 


ois 5: 5 
Of the former, particularly, in his Dialogues. [t 


Legibus, in his Crätylus, and in his Timeus; and 


of the latter; in his Treatifes de Natufi Deorum 1 K & de | 


Legibus ; and in his Tuſculan Queſtions,. paſfn. 
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1 5 the ie and greateſt Men: in al 
4675 took its Riſe from accurate Prin- 
"ple 5 of reaſoning, « as well as from that 
| Knowledge of, Human Nature: which 
they derived from the Experience of 
others, or their own Obſervation. For 
it is an undeniable Fact, for the Truth 


of Which We may appeal to the actual 


5 ITT) TT ; 


State of Things, that Where religious 
Inſtitutions. are neglected, and where, 
| ol conſequence, the Principles of Reli- 
; gion become relaxed, _ corrupted, and 
, debaſed, the, Beauty and Dignity of 
che moral Character of Man are ob- 
1 ſcured and deſtroyed: the Manners de- 
generate from Civilization to ha- - 
: riſm, from Generoſity and Human 
Sclfihnefs and ee 


1117 


5111 FI 
8 They Phe profeſs theatres the Ad- 


HOOK 5 
Vvocatesg of the contrary Opinion, Will 


often inſiſt, that a Principle of Honour, 
. | a Love 


Aids of which we have been ſpeaki 
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a Love of Virtue, and a Regard to our 


5 preſent intefeft are ſufficient to ſupport 


the moral Character of Man, without thoſe 


"If 


But how. few are there in the Weng 


who are capable of being influenced by 


theſe | Principles? And even in thoſe 
who feel their Force, how frequently 


do they prove a weak and ineffectual 
Barrier againſt the Inroads of Vice ? 


teeb 


With reſpect to the Principle of Honour 


and its Influence, there / 1: Is. no one need 


be informed how precarious and” un- 


cn this". 1 Faſhion and Cu- 


tom of the World will, with moſt Men, 


determine what. is honourable, | and 


what is mean 0 unworthy: And the 
Faſhion” and Cuſtom of the World are 


often at Variance with 11 18 obviouſly 


the Reaſon and Nature of Things. They 
often call Good, E 


IRE Darkneſs f for Lebte nd Light: for 


vit and Evil, Good 
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Darkneſs. A Principle of Honour, 
therefore, will prove but a weak Mo- 


1651 © 


tive to moral Conduct, excepting when 
Virtue and Morality are in Reputation, 


and «i muſt, at all Times fall infinitely 


III i I k Wh | 


' ſhort in its Effects of tlie Obligations 
of, Religion, and the Influence of reli- 
gious Inſtitutions. The former is, in 
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its Nature, variable as the Humours and 

| Paſſions of Men: the latter are founded 
on Frinciples which, like the God from 
whom they Proceed, are invariable and 
eternal. ah 
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"Neri is the Lore of Virtue any more 
than a Senſe of Honour; a ſufficient 
Principle of a Life of Virtue; or, E ſuf⸗ 
ficient Motive to excite Men to, and to 
preſerve them in, a moral Practice. T he 
Love of Virtue 3 iS often a very indeter- 
minate and a, very delufive Expreſſion. 


The moſt abandoned of Mankind, in 
their 


A SERMON. i 17 
their retired Moments, are, in ſpite of 
themſelves, obliged to acknowledge their 
Love of Virtue, a as far as the Love "fig-, 
nifies the Admiration of it, as in atfelf 
amiable and excellent. But how. un 
able is ſuch a Principle to counteract 
their criminal Propenſities ? ? How. weak 
its Force to ſtem the T orrent of Vice? 
And ſuppoſing that, by a Love of Vir 
tue, is meant the Delight which the 
Practice of it affords, this Delight may 
be very partial and confined; it may 
ariſe from ſome particular Virtue to 


Which we have a conſtitutional Ten- 


dency, or to which we may have been 
inclined by the Bias we received in our 


Education. Such a Love of Virtue pro- 
duces but little Effect in eſtabliſhing the 
Moral Character of Man. It is in danger 


of changing as the Inclination varies, 
and of being ſeduced, when Vice puts 
on the Appearance of Pleaſure, | and 
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covers her hideous Counteriance under 


tie Via of Innocence.” if 


39 N pan 


51 * 8 
To Ki Ae maaifltain that a Regard 


ode. 


to our preſent Intereſt, or a Senſe of the 
| Advantages reſulting from Virtue is a 


ſuſficient Principle of a virtuous Con- 
duct, it may be anſwered, That the Ex- 
perience of the World is deciſively 


N 


againſt them: And he who conſiders 
the Variety of Allurements which prac- 


tie on the Weakneſs of Human Nature, 
will n not expect to find it otherwiſe, till 
that which is imperfect is done 
40 away, and that Which is perfect is 


þ ©, oi 


i; come.” Man 1 18 by Uis Conſtitution 
a Aenfitive; as well | as a rational, Being; ; 


and. the LA Which is in his Mem- 
# * bers,” frequently © wars againſt the 


* Lav" of his Mind,” His Judgment 


is often war; ped by haſty and falſe Views 
U Things: He is too apt to confbund 


What 
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what is pernicious, with what 18 profit. 
able, and to chooſe Evil for his Good, 
He is often headſtrong, and often ca- 
pricious; impatient of Reſtraint, And 
willing to ſacrifice diſtant Proſpects, b how- 
ever flattering, to the Gratification 
which the preſent Moment may offer. 
When the Mind, therefore, is influ- 
enced only by. the, Hope of thoſe pre- 
ſent Advantages which reſult from Vir- 


tue, the moral Character of Man is in 


danger of proving extremely defedtive. 


Profit, Pleaſure, Conſequence, a and Re- 
putation will often appear. as effectu- 
ally, if not more effectually ſecured by 
Vice than by Virtue ; and how can he 
guard, himſelf againſt the Deluſion ? He 
muſt reſort to higher Conſiderations than 
preſent Advantages, „or the Love of 


Virtue, or a a Senſe, of Honour, can pro- 


poſe to him, if be 1 would avoid the En- 


tanglements of Vie, and; riſe to- true 
— 2 8 moral 
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_— orth and . Theſe Con: 
ſiderations, do, it is true, in ſome Mea- 
its Intereſts... But ſomething of a more 
powerful Nature is wanting to eftablith | 
in in the Heart; ſomething that will 
prove... ſufficient to expel every mean 
and every ſordid Principle from the 
Soul, to render it Proof againſt the Im- 
prefligns of preſent Intereſt, and to di- 
its principal Attention towards fu- 
mac kia Scenes, for which: moral 
Excellence of Character is an indiſpen- 
ſable Qualification. The Principles of 
Religion, | and the Inſſuence of its ſa- 
ered; Inſtitutions, theſe muſt be re- 
ſorted to, that Man may become the 
Image of his ** in moral Excellence 
and Purity. 

210i ng 079 Rog 

Me NAY; ſtill farther illuſtrate the Ad- 


e religious Inſtitutions, from 
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the beneficial Influence they are adapted 


. to-- produce on Man, in“ his | 141 
and private Capaeity.— And we itt 
never be ſufficiently thankful to the Pro! 
vidence of God, that when our Fre- 


fathers ſhook off the galling Veke of 


Popery, and vindicated themſelves into 
the Liberty „ wherewith Chriſt hath 


made us free,” they did not uſe chat 
Liberty * as a Cloke of Licentiouſmefs.“ 


We can never be ſufficiently thankful," 
that their Diſguſt at the Errors of that 
Church, with which they brake et 
Communion, aroſe from *ſeric 


that true Apoſtolical Doctrine and Diſ- 
cipline which the Barbariſm of tlie 
World, after the Deſtruction of the RG. 
man Empire, had debaſed and con- 
founded with the moſt groſs and enor- 


mous Superſtitions: We kannst be Thf- - 


en thankful to the ProVIdenye "of 
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viction, from a Deſire of enk 
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„Hog that. their. Object was to reſtore 
to its original ! F, orm, that Edifice, the 
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2 oundations « of which had been ce- 
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: mented, by the, Blood of the Apoſtles 


111071 


and | Martyrs; ; and not to pull down and 
to, deſtroy | a Building, Which, when 
a unincumbered with foreign Ornament, 
: is equally to be diſtinguiſhed for its Pro- 
T portion and Beauty as for its Durable- 
1 nes and Utility : That, from the Haunts 

of f Superſtition, they did not fly to the 


wa # A, - 


comfortleſs Retreats of Scepticiſm and 
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 Tofidelity : That inſtead of aboliſhing 
those Inſtitutions of our holy Faith, 
2 which diſtinguiſhed us as Chriſtians, they 
_ made it their firſt Obje ect to provide for 
their regular Obſervance and Support.- — 
With reſpect to the devotional Service 
7 of the Church, the regular Obſervance of 
hich is is thus happily pr provided for, every 
g 5 4 Fart i of i it;is Kaleulated te to refine the Tem- 
5 per ad mend the Heart , When we meet 
| together 
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together to worlhip, God, as our Uni- | 
; verſal Parent, we are reminded of dhe 
near Relation which we ſtand i in to each 
other, and are props for the = ; ; | 


Relation. As we ane ha in 80 
ciety, we cannot at ſuch ſacred Mo- 7 
ments admit any ungenerous Sentiments 
into our Breaſts. We muſt be convinced 
| how unbecoming all Malice, Revenge, 
Envy, and Hatred are: in the Children | 
of one common Parent, and the Ser- i 
vants of the fame Lord; and if we ö 
give full Scope to that true Affection, 
which the ſacred Offices of the Temple 
have a Tendency to produce in our 
Minds, we ſhall be happily excited to 
the beſt Diſcharge of every humane 
and every friendly Duty. Conſid Te: { 8 
direct Acts of Communion with God, in 
which even Duſt and Aſhes are ad- 


mitted to Intercourke with the Supretne 
DIE III BHR 1 : 


87 
* 

1 
k 
1 
: 
7 
4 
3 
| 
> 
f 
5 
1 
1 
1 


r W —— — —— 
n ' 3 2 ge. 2 NN 


9 


0 


r 


n 1 


r 


Ly 


Df 


TORE 


4 


22 


n 
N 


1 


_—_— 
1 


n 


K 
9 


o 


I 1 — IT +4 & 
a" V+ PEE, 4 5 £55 
F. 2 n * het 4 1. 
{1 9 . 8 K * 7 1 \ - 
1 IU LOOT 9 : 2 1 
— CS» xt o of F< 8 — ren = 
„ IEICE 7 ns 232 >< 
r WE FRI! wh 1 3 * 
n af — — 12 "= Pe 
8 : 12 2 
= " 8 d , 
= « 7 8 * * 4 1 LAY 
4 10 » + \ : 
: COLE 11208; To 4 = 
7 Jo WES A TTY DO 5 
be Son 4 WA FD 1780 77 
I TO 2 * 
A * * 7 — 2 Wo 
ATE, [1 [ Wy — GCE ( CESS Ba! Che os ORE 
3 4 8 & Y £ oy = IT 


eſty of Rewe, FR Pure, all- per- 
ling, and all-ſuſtaining Spirit, ſuch 
Solemnities will lead us to form thoſe: 
Reſolutions ' of Purity and Holineſs, 
. not deſert us when we enter 
in the try of the World; and which 
will infenfibly: lead us to the Reſem- 
ance af that Character which we adore 
and Worſhip Is it of any Importance 
in our Eſtimation to become poſſeſſed 
; which 


* 
< 
— 
% 


mfbrt in Life; which will render our 
Character amiable and reſpected, and 


Sd 


us the Love and friendly Offices 


8 
our Brethren? The Services of the 


= © 
1 
# * - 


Church, as we have ſeen, have a power- 
ful Tendency to inſpire us with theſe 


- 
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lations. If we are d 


e tg the 
„ Wall of God, We can 


th find 


ous: of giving 
ns of Conſcience; 


find them nowhere 22 With 
bernacle of the . Bete. A los 7 

onda 1 1 2 201! 0199 

Mie may, likewiſe) illuſtrate the mae 
ſonableneſs, the Utility, and Necefſity 
of religious Inſtitutions, by conſidering [ 
their Influence upon Men, as Members 
of civil Society. - © DAS 


"=. 
— 


; panes Branch of our Subject we have : 
in ſome Meafure anticipated, by conſi 1. 2 
dering the Neceſſity of ſuch Tnftitutions, f 
to eſtabliſh and preſerve the moral Cha- 
racter of Man. For it is an univerſally” - 
acknowledged' Maxim, That without” 
good Morals Society cannot exift : And 
without the Influence of ſuch Means as 
are beſt adapted to produce a moral 4 
fluence upon the Mind, its Effects ar 
| likely to be of a feeble/ tranſitory, oy 


uncertain Duration. Conviniced of tn 


BR. 
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in almoſt all Nations, Kings and Law- 
-givers have inſtituted Forms of Worſhip, 
to aſſiſt and direct the yirtuous Propen- 
:ſities! of Mankind. Conſidering Piety to 
bei then main Support of Juſtice, and the 
beſt» Guard to Peace, Order, and Sub- 
- ofdination;- one of the firſt Objects of 
their Concern has been to provide for 
the! Support of what was ſo neceflary to 
their own Authority and the Public Wel- 
fare. Under the Jewiſh : Economy, 
God himſelf, in the Laws Which he 
gave to his ancient People, commanded 
-every ſeventh Day to be ſanctified to re- 
ligious Employments. T his Practice our 
bleſſed : Saviour ſanctioned; by his own 
Example, and his Apoſtles, who were 
inſpired by his Spirit, commanded. their 
Chriſtian Converts not to forget the 
aſſembling of themſelves together. The 
aws gand Anſtitutions 0f vj our on 
1 Country, Which, next to the Authority 
15 | r 
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of God, ought to be held in the higheſt 
Veneration, have humanely and politi- 
cally provided for the ſolemn Services of 
the Church, by the Appointment of a 
Chriſtian Miniſtry, by an authorized 
Tranſlation of the ſacred Scriptures, and 
by the Publication of our excellent Ru- 
bric and Liturgy. I obſerved, that our 
Laws have humanely and politically 
provided theſe Helps to Devotion, theſe 
neceſſary Incentives to good Behaviour 
and moral Conduct. An honeſt Man, 
and a Lover of his Country, will feel a 
ſtrong Obligation on his Mind to ob- 
ſerve them, from the ae * 
have in preſerving that Peace, dei 


Happineſs in which he is equally inte- 
reſted with every other Member of the 

Community. Were Piety towards God 
baniſhed from the Eurth, is it probable 
that Juſtice and Fidelity, the Virtues 
which humanize and improve the Heart, 
the 


28 | A SERMON. 


the Charities which bind us to each 
_ it probable that theſe would 
ng maintain their Empire? The Exiſt- 
enice of theſe depends principally on a 

Senſe of the Supreme Ruler and Governor: ; 
And that Senſe muſt prove both weak 
and ineffectual, unleſs the Mind were 
WR habituated to thoſe Exerciſes 


ich” 'awaken our Attention to his Su- 


rede and Preſence. To theſe 


Exerciſes we are-called by our religious 
In iftitutions : : Theſe keep Piety alive in 
the World. And do not the Wiſe and 


thé 4 Virtuous in every Country, obſerve 


theſe" Trftitutions ? - And what 19; the 


Character of thoſe who neglect them ? 
Ate they not in higher Life avowed. In- | 
fillets; or the thoughtleſs, the vain, or ; 
the unprincipled; a nd i in lower Life the 
Fe 1 the profigite, and the moft 
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perience. 
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perience. Aas then, for that unhappy, 


Country, where religious Inſtitutions, 
are not only neglected, but pointed at 
by the Finger of Scorn, and its offici- 

ating Miniſters perſecuted by. frantic Vis. 
olence to Im npriſonr ment and Death! 


fry bus 
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Enspel 


e u of Se Commiſe-, 


*, iT &# 


ration are the Men whom divine Pros, 
vidence ſuffers for a Time to wander in 
thoſe Regions of Deſolation and bi ſpiritual; 
Darkneſs! 1 to be depriyed of thoſe Means 

of religious and moral Improvement, | 
which alone preſerve the Harmony of 
the World; or are calculated to make } 


Men wiſe unto Salvation ! How maſt, 
our x Souls, coal ſympathize with 
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open to dhe Miſery tl : it Stpptien.. 
and mourn in ſecret. over the Ruins, of, : 
their Zion. In God's good Iime, WE. - 
firmly truſt, , Light! will ſucceed to Dark- 


nels, 
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neſs, and Joy of Thankfulneſs to Mourn- 
ing and Lamentation. God will “turn 
6, again their Captivity, as the Streams 
in the South. They: that ſow in 
% Tears, ſhall reap in Joy. He that 

ce goeth forth and weepeth, bearing pre- 

“ eious Seed, ſhall doubtleſs come again 
«with rejoicing, bringing his Sheaves 
* with him. We can never too highly 
eſtimate our Advantages in being placed 
in a Land of Light, Knowledge, and 
true well regulated Liberty, where every 
one may ¶ſit under his Vine and under 
„his Fig-tree, none daring to make him 
«< afraid: where ſuch admirable reli- 
gious Inſtitutions are eſtabliſhed for our 
Improvement in every moral, uſeful, and 
divine - Qualification, for the perfect ; 
<;ing of the Saints, for the Work of 
the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the 
% Body of Chriſt.. We are 3 
bound has the Fetters 0 Superſtition, nor 


have 
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have our Feelings deadened by the tor - 
pid Wand of Scepticiſm. In our Faith 
rational and ſcriptural in our Diſcipline 
fimple and apoſtolical, if at the! ſame 
Time we are, as Individuals, in our 
Conduct pblameleſs and harmleſs, the 
« Sons of God without Rebuke, we 
may look forward to the Cloſe of all 
preſent Diſpenſations, in ſure and certain 
Hope of the Approbation and Reward 
of the great Lord and Head of his 
Church: and even When engaged in the 
Duties of his earthly Tabernacle, we 
may conſider thoſe Duties as Preludes to 
the Employment of the Bleſſed above. 
We may conſider ourſelves as making a 
Part of the ſame. ſacred Band, and as 
joining in the ſame univerſal Work, they 
in Heaven and we on Earth; as join- 
ing in that Work, in Which we -ſhall 
engage with an inconceivable Ardor and 


Delight, when our corruptible ſhall 
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new Covenant.” Amen! | 


1 » = 
4 Hy | MT 2 8 So Uy w 
6 * 4 * — * i 
(rl RP — a 
p! f — wt TY L . 
o 
8 * " 4 * 8 
4 - oY f . F a = 4 
* 3 2 2 * 
5 oo 
7 =» C "Lb 
In 


have put on Incorruption; and our 
mortal, Immortality; and we are 

itted to Mount Zion, and unto 

City of the living God, the hea- 
venly J em, and to an innume- 
rable Company of Angels; to the ge- 
neral Aſſembly and Church of the 

born who are written in Heaven, 
and to God the Judge of all, and to 
the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, 
and to Jeſus the Mediator of the 
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